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WORD ATTACK SKILLS

Students from Pre-K to 3rd grade are emergent readers. That means they are beginners with very basic skills.  The word attack skills are following the scope and sequence.  The Pre-K class works with alphabet recognition.  Two of these students can read two and three letter words.  They all can recognize letters in random order.  They are ready to do more advanced drills with blends and word families to help them to make more significant gains in their reading.  

The Kindergarten class has very good word attack skills.  At the end of the school year, these students are reading at a range from first grade, third months to third grade, fifth month. That is excellent.  They need to do more phonics drills to help them to continue to improve.

The First Grade’s word attack skills show that more than half of the class read on level and one student as high as seventh grade. Oral reading is a must on this level.  Students need to read aloud as often as possible the more they read the better they will read.

The Second Grade’s word attack skills are excellent.  They all read one grade higher than the grade they are in.  There are four students reading on seventh grade level and one is reading as high as the eighth grade. Oral and silent reading activities are good strategies for this class.

PRINT AWARENESS 

This assessment was only given to the Pre- K and Kinder groups.  This assessment shows how well the student is versed at how print is read on the page.  They are asked to point to the top and bottom of the page and to show the difference between a letter, word or sentence.  They also are asked to move their finger across a line in the direction of reading English.  There was improvement in this skill with both classes.  These groups of students need to handle books on their own.

DICTATION

This assessment was given to grades one and two.  The first graders had the most significant gains because more that half of them received a 2 (Fair) on their first evaluation.  For the second evaluation there were only two 2’s and more 4’s with is an excellent score for dictation.  A 4-point rubric is used to evaluate this skill.  The student is expected to spell correctly, have proper spacing, use capitals correctly and also use punctuation marks properly. This skill is pretty good for both of these classes.  They can get more practice by using material in other reading content areas such as science and social studies.

LISTENING COMPREHENSION

This assessment was given to all levels except the Pre- K level.  The upper grades did much better with this skill than the lower grades, overall.  There needs to be more opportunities for these students to do listening activities.  There was a wider range in the kinder group than in the first and second grade groups. Short passages can be used from time to time to help them improve their immediate recall. 
MATH

This computation assessment gives a measure of the math skills at the end of the school year.  It was used in grades Kinder to second.  The math levels for each grade are one or more levels higher than the grade they are in.  This is good.  This skill also matches their grade level closer than any other skill evaluated.  They certainly are ready to do word problems and use the TAKS format.  They are ready for more critical thinking problems.
WRITING

All levels except Pre-Kinder were assessed in their writing at the second assessment.  A rubric for emergent writers was used for all levels.  All of these students can write at level 3 and level 4.  They can write sentences and express their ideas at their grade level.  They need to do regular writing daily.  They should have a writing connection with anything that they read.
